North Mississippi Avenue

North Mississippi Ave is a classic revitalization success story. Not long ago, the “down on its luck” North Portland neighborhood was considered an area of town to keep the parents and the tourists away from. It wasn’t always that way. Before the construction of Interstate 5, Mississippi Avenue was the heart of Portland’s African-American community. Once the neighborhood’s backyards and porches were replaced with a freeway, however, the area began a multi-decade slide into crime and financial hardship. Thanks to forward-thinking city planning, long-time neighborhood residents, and astute business owners, North Mississippi Avenue began its journey on the road to recovery in the 1990’s.
Now, after a steady influx of one-of-a-kind shops, eateries, and businesses, the area is one of Portland’s destination neighborhoods. Mississippi Avenue strikes a comfortable balance between old and new. Vintage homes sit across the street from recent condo developments. Painstakingly refurbished storefronts share space with freshly erected commercial buildings. The neighborhood is diverse, eclectic, and inclusive. This is clearly reflected in the businesses and the people of North Mississippi Avenue. The area residents vary greatly in age, interests, and racial make up.
One of the cornerstones of the Mississippi revival has been the Rebuilding Center. The non-profit recycling company sells discounted used building and remodeling materials. The non-profit’s strong commitment to community improvement was evident, and contagious. Many of the businesses on Mississippi Avenue received a facelift using salvaged resources from the Rebuilding Center. Shops of all sorts now thrive up and down the street. The Black Rose Bookstore, Sunlan light bulb shop, and Video Verite all offer visitors uncommon goods with atmosphere. While a host of new shops and boutiques like Missing Link Toys, New Vintage Beauty Lounge, Mississippi Treehouse, and Jet, line the length of the Avenue.
It’s been said that the rebirth of a neighborhood begins with food. This notion seems particularly applicable to Portland, where the “If you build it, they will come” motto has been proven time and again for restaurants that deliver the goods. Exhibit A would be Mississippi Avenue. The Mississippi Pizza Company is a neighborhood institution that hosts spelling bees, trivia nights, and live music. The Atlantis Lounge in the back of the pizzeria is, by itself, reason enough to visit. One of the newcomers quickly developing a following among the food and drink crowd is Prost! The architecturally appealing German pub boasts a litany of beers and some of the best German food in the area. Adjacent to Prost! sits the Mississippi Marketplace, a collection of food carts offering a little bit of everything. A few blocks south, the year old Mee Sen Thai has proven to be a standout in the thriving Thai food landscape of Portland.
The neighborhood will be hosting a number of events in the coming months. The annual eco-friendly Spring Greening happens April 23rd. The Cirque Du Cycling Festival and benefit for the Albina Youth Opportunity School will take place on June 12th. The crowning jewel of the neighborhood’s community events, the Mississippi Avenue Street Fair, is coming July 9th.
